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56.    By   the^ sist  paragraph   of  your letter  we  observe  you   have
resolved to abolish three of the adawluts only, but we are of opinion
more may yet be done on this head;  the very large salaries given  to
the judges of the adawluts call for serious attention, and we rely on you
to make every further reduction in this branch of expenditure that may
be practicable;  but we  are  the  less anxious  to  be particular in  that
examination at present because we think the whole system merits revision.
It   is   a   question ^ well   worthy   of consideration whether   the   adawluts
should at all be distinct from the power of the collectors, and upon that
subject we shall transmit to you our sentiment by some of the early ships
of the season.
Salt
57.    The commission allowed to the Comptroller and salt agents you
appear to have reduced exactly in the proportion ordered by us in our
Separate Letter of the  nth of April, and we are pleased to find you
have  abolished  the  deputy  agents;   but we  must particularly  direct  a
compliance  with  our further orders  for  abolishing  the salaries  to  the
Comptroller and agents, as we are of opinion the commission will be a
sufficient recompense   for   their   services.   For   this reason also we dis-
approve   of   the   resolution,   contained   in the   sgrd paragraph of your
beforementioned letter, "of taking into consideration the claims of the
original officers, employed from the commencement of this institution, and
ordering a reward to their services in having been the means of increas-
ing the fund "; for as the commission drawn by those officers increased
of course with the fund, and appears to have been a very ample allow-
ance, so we cannot admit of the least necessity existing for making them
any further pecuniary compensation.
58.    In giving our negative to this resolution, because we think it
an unnecessary expenditure, we desire to have it perfectly understood that
we  are   fully  sensible of  the useful   services of those concerned in the
business of the Salt Department.
59.    When we consider the alarming decline of the salt revenue in
the year 1780, and for which no remedy seemed for sometime to present
itself,  we  acknowledge ourselves indebted to  the  abilities  and zeal of
Mr. Hastings for a plan suggested and compleated by him, which not only
retrieved that branch   of   trade   and   revenue but produced an effective
benefit to the Company beyond our most sanguine expectation.   It is also
with pleasure   that we   remark   the   industry   and talents displayed by
Mr. Henry Vansittart, the Comptroller, in carrying the plan into execu-
tion.
60.    Upon the subject of salt, as indeed upon every other article of
revenue,  we  must  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our directions
that   the   statements   transmitted   to   us   be   made   up   at   all   times
with accuracy and perspecuity,    In your letter of the 27th of Novem-
ber 1782, when the first year was closed, you say that the nett "profit
had  exceeded   twenty  five  lacks  of  rupees'*,   and  to   [sic]   proceed  to